THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

stud horse "Samson/' "Magnolia/1 "Leonidas,"
"Traveller," or whatever the reigning stallion of the
moment might be, would " cover" mares at Mount
Vernon, with pasturage and a guarantee of foal, if
their owners so elected. During the Revolution
Washington bought twenty-seven of the army mares
that had been " worn-down so as to render it bene-
ficial to the public to have them sold/' not even ob-
jecting to those "low in flesh or even crippled/'
because "I have many large Farms and am improv-
ing a good deal of Land into Meadow and Pasture,
which cannot fail of being profited by a number of
Brood Mares." In addition to the stud, there were,
in 1793, fifty-four draught horses on the estate.

A unique feature of this stud was the possession
of two jackasses, of which the history was curious.
At that time there was a law in Spain (where the
best breed was to be found) which forbade the expor-
tation of asses, but the king, hearing of Washington's
wish to possess a jack, sent him one of the finest
obtainable as a present, which was promptly chris-
tened "Royal Gift" The sea-voyage and the change
of climate, however, so affected him that for a time
he proved of little value to his owner, except as a
source of amusement, for Washington wrote Lafay-
ette, " The Jack I have already received from Spain
in appearance is fine, but his late Royal master, tho'
past his grand climacteric cannot be less moved by
female allurements than he is ; or when prompted,
can proceed with more deliberation and majestic
solemnity to the work of procreation." This reluc-
tance to play his part Washington concluded was at of such books on agriculture as he
